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| Repreſenting the Miſchieſs that flow from 


Sark T than Goo D, Ge. 5 


1 of- State, when they are more 


what Patience they undergo Attendance more grievous than the Toil 


of Algier Galley- Slaves or Popiſp Pilgrimages, will be ready to ima- -- ö 


gine, that it muſt needs be ſome wondrous Myſtery which deſerves 


ſuch Superſtition ; nor can expect leſs than the Philoſephers- Stone, 2 


where he ſees ſo many Furnaces ſet on work, and ſo rare Alebymift - 51 


engag d. 


If he caſt but a ſuperficial Eye on the lofty Eighty of the Favou⸗ | 
_ rites of Princes, how in effect they manage all the Reins of the 


Common-Wealth, though. their Maſters {tt in the Saddle; how they 


give Lams to the People. by Recommending Judges, nay Biaſs Reli- 

gion it ſelf by beſtowing Eccleſiaſtical Dignities and the Fatteſt Bene- 
feces, and make the braveſt Swerdmen kiſs their Feet, fince they can 
neither get, nor hold any Command of Honour or Profit, but through «| 


their good Graces. 


_ He, I fay, that Remarques all this, and alſo: how their ſceming - | 


Jews, anc e but. e e are Aae ah 
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| E that ſtands by and bene the ſupple Addreſſes and | ſedu- 0 
lous Applications of Courtiers, how greedily Men, reputed - | F 
- Wiſe, {cl} their Liberties, and. ſacrifice their Time; ;with - I 
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Maltiplyd, and even their Errours with Veneration Concealed, Ex- 


tenuated or Fuſtsfied; with what eaſe they trample upon their Ad- 
verſaries, and prefer their Denendantt, how can he refrain from 


Which would almoſt delude a Stoick to miſtake ſuch a Fortune for 


— 2 


his Cammum Bonum. 


ly Scutcheons ſerve but to hide a dead Corpſe, and theſe excellent O- 
EF dours to perfume a Sepalchre; The Factions wherewith every Court 


which (like Eunuchs in 7arky) are there ſet upon all Mens Actions, 
and the Slippery Paths.on which they walk; the Aeen and Peſtilent 
*Slanders againſt which Innocency it ſelf is ſcarce Armour of Proof. 
- i Theſe and a thouſand other Inconveniencies are not preſently diſco- 


# * 


do Priſons, and dread Great neſs like Iufection. 
Wich would yet be more Apprehended, if the 
the Fyadeure, or leiſure to Reflect, How many Perſons that in a pri- 
vate Station were Houeſt, Juſt and Roſolute Patriots, when once pre 
tſterred ta the Misfortune of being Great, have Abandoned all thoughts 
of the Publique-weal their Integrity Retired to give place to their 


|  otherviſe.Men of Sence and integrity avord Gorrts, as Perſons in Debt 


| hey simd only to Advance their own narrow Intereſt, and blow 
Thort-liv'd Sparks to warm their private Fingers out of the Publique 


Aſhes of their Ruined Country. 


they believe they ought to become So, and therefore as the fooliſh Miſe- 


; Sy with le Encumbrance they may Manage the Affairs of State. They 


they not ſwell and look Big, their Condition would be noting 


they had forcd themſelves with ſo much trouble z to avoid Contempt, 


| drawing at ſo tempting a Lottery, or eſcape thoſe delicious Charms, 
= But alas, theſe are only Ouiſdes to Amule the"Tgnorant, theſe ſtate- 

and State is perpetually pregnant, the Z»vy and Emulation, which, 
though not ſo loud, is yet perhaps fiercar than open War; the Spies 
vered; And indeed, tis perhaps fit they ſhould be Concealed, leſt 


y could have either 


Furt une, too Hank Preferment ſtifled their Hoxefly, and thenceforward 


Tr, beir iamreney laſts ſcarce ſo long at Court, as the firſt Maris did 
mn the Terreſtrial Paradice. Though they were not wicked before, yet 


1 
mn of old flung all his Goods into the Sea, that he might more freely 
== Pevlofiphize : They:reſalve to rid themfelves of their Conſciencec, that 


Conceit Pride neceſſary to ſupport their Dignity, ani that ſhould 


| not being able to render themſelves Reſpefted, they ſtudy to make 


| Chang d, that Civility would Reduce them to that Equality, whence | 


) 


A 


7 
2k 


EN HY OO PRO They 1 that there is no way left to blot ö 
out the Memory of their former Quality, but by 3 preſent Ob- 
_ jets of their Tyranny, and that they ſhall not hinder the- People 

from Laughing. at their Infirmities, but by imploying, them to weep } 


* 


for their own Miſeries, and complain of their Cruelties. 


One would think it Bed/am-Felly, that Men not unacquainted witng 
My; and ſufficiently warned by Experiences of their own times, 
ſhould adventure on the very ſame Precipices, on which, all that | 
went before them broke their Necks ; but we muſt teen that 
Ambition is as Blind as Love: They (like the famous fond Plilaſopler) 
are gazing at Stars till they tumble into the Diteh: Their Eyes are 
always fixt on the Glitrering Vanities above, ſuggeſted by a deluded 
Imagination, ſo they never look down on the Wrecks and ſbatter'd _ 


Fortunes, and diſmembred Bodies and forfeited Heads, and Infamous 


Memories of their Predeceſſors. For few have the Wiſdom to fore- | 1 


- ſee, how hard it is in Greatneſs to purſue Honeft and Safe Maxine, 
what Reſolution is required for the Fotent to be Innocent, what ſor- 
did Intereſts they are fore d to Eſpouſe, and by what Iaſenſble De- 
_ grees they are brought at laſt to ſwallow thoſe Actions and Compli- 


- ances without Reluctancy, which at firſt they look d upon with De- 
teſtation; what long ſince was obſerved cf Sejanus, holds true of 
many Jatter 'Tympantes- of Grandeur, that their favour is not to be 
purchaſed without ſome notable Grimez you muſt part with your 


Honour, nay your Soul, if you expect promotion from ſuch Spirits: 


If this were ſufficiently weighed, we may juſtly preſume, ſuch as 


Hos a ftri&t Regard to Honeſiy, would not precipitate themſelves into 


Pablick Affairs, and ſtand gaping like greedy Cameliont to be puffed: 


— — _ 


up with the tainted Air of Haugbty and Luxurious Courts, where In- 


- tereſt can ſcarcely be preſerved) ( Cualeh by: IIS); without a Ps 0 


Wrack of Conſcience. 
But (to make our approaclies a little nearer) If it hs 6 furl a 


thing for even a good Man to abide long in Honour, without be- 
coming like le Beaft that periſheth, and acting Diſhonourable things, 


What then ſhall we fay of als Portentous Meteors, that ſome times 


_ Blaze in that ſuperiour Orbe, noxious: Exhalations drawn up by the 
wanton Beams of Favour, . from the /lime and filth of the World, and 


| ous nge m more een than a | Comet, to thoſe Nations, dieb A 
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which they appear ? Iyfol-n# Giauts ! that Combats with diſplayed op 


| - Colours, the Authority of the Fardamental Laws, and all Methods 
| of Jaftice, who inthe Government of a State produce a Deſizn for- 
| med for it gin who grow Fat and Burly from the juice and fub- 


fſftance of exhauſted Provinces, who build their own Houſes with 


the Hach and diffipation of a whole Kingdom. Princes and Great 
en would be happy, if without dying by Proxy, they could live in 


SF Perſon; They are born oft times with excellent Qualities, and are 


Cum Seas, filled with Riches and Power, that might do good to all 
the World, if the Hinds would but let them flow gently according 
to their own Nature. But as Extraordinary Beauties are courted by 
variety of Lovers, ſo fuch exhalted Conditions rarely want a ſwarm 
| of Flatterers, meer Iuſects bred out of putrifaction by the warmth 


ſelves Maſters, and, by a colour of Service, exerciſe an Empire even 
over thoſe that think. they Command the Aniverſe; whole ſacred 

Mues in ſuch a Caſe become but a Paſs Port to Miſchiefs; their Au- 

' #hor1ty. a Sanctuary to Crimes z their Revenues but Tinder to Debau- 
chery and Supplies for Riot; their Power an Inſtrument of Revenge, 
and a Scourge and Plague to thoſe very People whom it ought to 

T _ What ſhall we ſay of theſe Infuferabfe Grendees, who reck their 

t Private Spleens, with the Hands and Urns of their Maſter > Who 

declare all thoſe guilty of Higb Treaſor, who do not fall proſtrate 

before them > who by. Fa, Wars and diſhonourable Treaties of 

Peace, by abandoning the true Intoreſi oi their Country, and play- 
ing the Mountebanks with the Body. Politicli till they caft it at once 
into a Feausur and a Conſumption, endeavour all they can to bring 
the People into Deſpair, and would gladly Reduce the honefter ſort 

of Men to fo miſerable a Condition, as to be unable to fave them- 

_ ſelves, but in a Revolt; that fo they may palliate their own Villanies 


by others force d Diſobedience, and trip off with the Spoils of a Na-. 


A 


| Obſerve them in Ancient Hiſtory (for meddle not with our Times) 
they firſt Ruin the-Feople, and then, if not themſelves, their Ma- 
| flers, and many times bring Deſtruction on all Three. Their 
Courſes axe all Violent and Domineering, they on no 


tion in a Geveral Combuſtion of their own Kindling? 
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Wilt wink Pleafure, their palce is "Hog Pu ec they whe and > 
flaſh like Maſters of a Bride. wel, rather than Perſons intruſted with 
the Governance of Free-men. *All to them is Plunder, all is Prey: 
They cannot feed but on dead Bodies, they firſt Rifle the Sbip they 

Sail in, and then wilfully rand Her, to conceal be own Roberies: 


Though they came only out of the Dirt, and to ſpeak truly, are of 


Nin to no Body, yet they believe themſelves the Heirs of all the 
World; there is no Offcer of the Qrown, no Governor of a Place, 
whoſe Succeſſion they do not pretend unto ; they think they are not 
in ſafety, fo long as there is any Man in Credit or Karthariry, that is 


not a Cesme of their on Railing, - | 
Such People commonly introduce themſelves by Low means, and 


for the moſt part, fach as are diſhoneſt and Vile; they not ſeldom owe |} 


the Commencement” of their Fortune to a welldarc d Saraband, to 
Agility of Body, to the Beauty of their Face, or the intereſt of . 
Strumpet: They make themſelves valued by ſhameful ſecret Services, 
whofe Payment is not publickly to be demanded. In a word, through PB 
wiſe Antiquity allowed no Entrance into the Temple of Honour, but 
through that of Virtue, yet theſe crond themſelves into Credit by the 
Recommendation of Vice, their Crimes which truly deſerve the Za . 
rer and the 4x, are the ſole Rondels, whereby they mount the Lad- | 
der of Towering prefernment. 7 
Nor is their progreſs unſuitable to their Riſe their Defign being | 
only to make complaiſant Propoſitions, they enquire not wherher .. 
they profit or incommode ; if they do but pleaſe tis ertongh. They 
infihuate themſelves into their Maſters Favour, by the Intelligence 
they endeavour to keep with his Faſſſaur. And having once poſſeſt 
themſelves of his mind, they ſcize on all the Avenues, and leave not 
fo much as an entrance for his Great or Privy Councel, nay, ſcarce for 
his Confeſſor: How weak and tender. ſoever his inclinations. may be 
to Evil, they water and cultivate them with ſo mucfi Art and Dili- 
gence, that preſently there ſprings up a great Tree from a little Seex, . - 
and a violent and Opinionated Habit, from a light Diſpoſition. 1 
Theſe are the Petroniaſſes and the 75 gVinuffes about Nerv; Theſe - 
are of Kings, 22 Polu e che Fel of a W and dhe N 
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5 _ -  *Tis incredible to think how many Charms they uſe, without 
* _Imployihg thofe of Magick of which yet the People forbear-not to 
| _Accuſe them.) How Ingenious are they to invent new Pleaſures 
to a Fated and diſguſted Soul, and with what purgert ſha: pneſſes 
do they awaken the ſleeping Luſts, which Languiſh and can no 
more? ; . | : 5 — „ 775 . | . 7 . : = 
 - _ Yetdo they not at the firſt onfet become abſo/ute Gongquerours, but 
for a time diſpute with . which ſhall gain the Aſcendent in 
the Court of a Prince of Ezghteen z ſometimes ſhe gets the better, 
fometimes is Repuli d, ſo that for a ſhort Seaſon there is a divided or 
Alternate Empire over his Affections; a kind of e between 
Good and Ill, juſt Government and Tiranny party per pale. Projects 
brave and good, are reſolved upon, but before they can come to Exec: 
- cation, the Humour is alter d; good Councels are given, but e re 
they take Ie preſſion on his Mind, a Debauch is contriv d, which daſhes 
them out of his Memory, and they are thought of no more. Ho- 
gneſt Burr kus is hearkend to perhaps, but theſe Court Earwigs will take 
Care he never ſhall be Believ- l. LOIN 
However thus far, they are like Seneca's Ballaxce, and things are 
not yet grown deſperate, but at laſt, they carry away all before them: 
The Epicure deſtroys as much in three Days, as the Stoicł built in five 
Years: Having undermined or ſtormed the Fortreſs, they by peice- 
meals diſmantle it, and undo the whole Frame: They affiult their 
* _- Maſters good parts one after another, from petty Sailzes of Humour 
| and Socible Revels, and a refreſhing Glaſs and bluſhing Gallantries, they 
lead him on ſtep by ſtep to the utmoſt degrees of Debauche/y, Adulte- 
* ries, Perjury. Crnelty, and Trans: i J 9 88 
At firſt they content themſelves to breath in his Ears, that it is not 
gnaeceſſary for a Prince to be ſo preciſely Religious, ſo firifily Juſt, ſo nice- 
D Temperate, or ſo very mach an ho eſt Man. That it's ſufficient, if 
be is sat Wicked, that Wine and Women were defign'd to ſweeten the 
 - toils of Empire, and the Fair created on purpoſe for the diverſion of 
the Great. That he would put himſelf to too much trouble to 
make himſelf beloved, that he only ought to prevent his being Ha. 
ted: Or if that cannot be, to render himſelf Feared will do as 
well. That ſolid and perpetual Probity is too beavy and too difficult, 
bis datt and Counterfeie, hath no les biene than the 
VTV 
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Original, and produceth the ſame Effects; that /a vertuous action or "2 


two, kind and popular, (which 1s no great matter of colt) being fly 
performed, may ſerve to entertain his Reputation; nor will they 


leave him in fo fair à way ; After having made him eſteem Good as 
an Indiferent thing, they make him approve I as reaſonable, and 


afford Vice the colour of Virtue, and repreſent thoſe things which are 


the /hame of all the reſt of Mankind, as peculiar Ornaments of Majeſty. 


To authorize his worſt Actions, great Examples ſhall not be want- 


ing; they tell him, it is not in Turkey and amongſt Barbarians that nge 


is to look for Precedents, that all things are lamful to the Powerful, or 

at leaſt any thing may be made appear to be ſo to the Simple. God's 
own People, the Hoy Nation (ſay they) Sir, will furniſh you with 
Inſtances more than enough. The very King that built the Temple, 
was alſo the Founder cf a Seraglio, and we at this day ſee at Conftan- 


tiuople but a Copy of what was formerly to be ſeen at Jeruſalem; you 


content your ſelf, even in the heat of full Veins and vigour of Youth, 
with half a Score, or Forty or Fifty Women only, whereas he that 


| was the wiſeſt Prince the Earth could boaſt of, even the ſuperlative 


Solomon, in in his old Age had / hundred, which the holy Scrip- 
ture implies to be Legitimate Wives, without reckoning thoſe which 
were his Concubines; And have you not heard of the Laſt Witt of 

his Father David, and of thoſe Gallant things he commanded by his 


Teſtament ? We ſhall not Exaggerate them, only beſcech you to 


conſider, by how many, Deaths he counſelled his Son to ſecure his 
own Life. 


Nay, Sir, ſince the Law of Grace, and amongſt Chriftian Princes; | 


you cannot find more Sweetne/s ; you are nice perhaps to abandon a 


Child, or ſtagger to- expoſe a don that never diſobliged you. But (to 


omit the practiſe of Mahumetans, and the modern Example of the 


- moſt Catholick King in the unfortunate Don Carlos) The great Con- 
ſtant ine, that mot Holy, mo#t Religious, and moſt Divine Emperour 
(as he hath' been alli: 'by the mouth of Councils) did much more 


than this, For he cauſed his own Son to be put to death upon the firf 


Suſpition, which was falſly ſuggeſted to him. 'Tis true, he regreted 


bis Execution and acknowledged his Innocency, but this acknowledg- 
ment came too late and nis Regret laſted but four and twenty hours ; 
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boff t. e ! with this Inſcription, To my Sor ehritpus, 
whom J cauſed to die Unjuſtly. _— 
Do you reſerve your abſolute Authority ? Will you always ſtand 
upon 7»ftice and Tithe, and vain Punctilios of Equity ? Dare you not 
uſe Force, when the good of your Affairs requires it? The Example 
of the Mighty Gharlemaign, who is one of the Saints of the Church, 
"as well as one of the Aine Worthies, may ſecure you againſt all the 
Seruples your Conſcience can make, he knew neither a beter, nor | 
greater Right than that of Arms, the Pommel of his Sword ſerved h 
for his Seal and Signet. wo this day there are Privileges found oran- | 
ted, and Donat:ons of Lands made, by that Goed and Orthodox Em- 
perour, Rowland and Oliver being preſent, ſealed with the Pommel, and 
winch he ſwore he would warrant with the Edge of the ſame Sword, 
Would you rule Abſolutely ? At your pleaſure leavy Taxes, and 
415 ſe of both the Goods and Lives of your Subjects? you ſhall 
, os ein do nothing New or Extraordinary, All the Mighty Monarchs 
of the Eaſt have done it theſe many hundred Years, And the moſt 
- Chriſtian Hing practiſes it at this day. Diſcover not ſo much Weak- 
neſs as to regard the Sighs and Groans of your Peo Opie, who are but 
animated Durt, pratling Beaſts, Creatures defign'd to be Slaves, as 


1 well by Nature as Fortune; What elſe were they Born for, what elſe 


f C 9 Eve — * 2 — 
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are they good for, but to be Inſtruments of your Pleaſures, and Sacri- 
fices to your Glory The only way to preſerve your Authority, is to 
Curb the Vermine and keep them Miſerable; do they Wince under 
- your Rods, then ſcourge them with Scorpions. Are they not your 
Vaſſals ? Why then do they Complain, Shall Slaves be allowed to 
Murmur and Capitulate? If their Tears grow troubleſome, waſh them 
| away with their Blood.  _ 
There have been Favourites mentioned in Hiſtories that have In- 
1 firucted Princes, in theſe ard the like Pernicious Leſſins, and being 
ar aft tired cut with defending Crimes, with Precedents, Io excuſe 
" fome new Ter parallel d Extravagance, they freely have told their 
Prince, that when there was 10 Examp/e to be found, he might make 
one. That what had formerly been Anbeard of, would, being done, 
ceaſe to be ſo: That it would be : ſhameful for, the Soueraign. Autharity 
to give an Account of any thing it Commands, and Misbecome him, 
Pl who hath Armies and Fleet, to maintain his Actions, to- feel Words o 
© Pretences either to diſguiſe or A wen. x here 


Mt 


12 4 


I There's not a Man (alis is the Language of the Sejamuſſes and the 


Plautuſſes) Innocent in all the parts of his Life, and who in his Soul 


Envies not his Superiors, and whom they Envy, they Hate. Therefore 
the Prince cannot but Condemn the Guiliy, nor ſtrike any but his Ene- 


mies; conſequently he gratifies him, whom he bereaves only of his 
Goods, in that he takes not away his Honour and leaves him his Life. 
Honeſty and Zaftice. are Virtues proper for Merchants and Lawyers, not 


for Sovereigns; That to be Slaves to their Words, 1 is to Depoſe them- 
- ſelves, and abandon their Prerogatives, that even in Heaven (if there 
be any ſuch place above a Ladies Lap) the Oaths of Princes are put 


in the ſame Scales with thoſe of Lovers, That Jupiter Commands 
them to be thrown into the Wind, as things of no Obligation, and 
never to be regarded farther thai: preſent Intereſt requires. | 


Thus in a way of fooling and telling of Fables, they perſwade the 8 


Prince, that he is not obliged by his Promiſes, nor ought to hearken F 
to the Faucies of Preachers, or Dotages of Legiſlators, but ſtands 1 


Exemptcd by hs Quality from all Laws Divine and Humane, nor is 


obliged by Tyes of ſuſtice or Prudence: And that it belongs to him 
Jure Divino, to define unto Men what is Good or Ill, to declare unto 
the World, what for the future he will have to be juſt. or e. 48 

Well in Morality, as Policy. 


Thus are Tyrants made, from this Stock AManfterk are engendred, 


from ſach Commencements we are to ſet Nome on fire, to Butcher 
the Senate, to diſhonour Mature with Debauches, and declare War 


againft it by Parricides, 7 heſe weedling Whiſperers are the firſt 


Cauſes. of ſo many Miſeries, and did not theſe Winds blow, we ſhould | | 
be ſenſible of none ot theſe Tempeſts nd Hurricanes, able to d iſcom- 


poſe the Harmony of the beſt /etled Governments in the World. 


_ Wherefore, ſince in the whole bulk of ſublunary Beings, there is 
no Good of ſo great uſe, and which ſo univerſally Communicates i ** 
ſelf as a God Prince, nor any I which diſperſeth it ſelf farther, or is 
more pernicious than a Bad One. Can there be any Puniſhments 
great enough in all the extent of Humane Juſtice, for thoſe. who 
Change this Good into Ill; Who corrupt fo Salatiferous and ſo excellent 
Athing? They had far better have poiſon'd'all the Melli and all the 
Faeustaint in their Countries ; nay ſhould they infect the Rovers them- 


© blves, Water * de gotten from elſe where, even Heaven 1 | 
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il furniſh us with ſome refreſhivg Drops : But here of neceſſi 1. we 
muſt either Choak, or drink Poiſon; againſt theſe Domeſtick Ills, we 


are not permitted to uſe Frein Remedies x ; We are obliged to conti- 
nue Miſerable by the Laws of our Religion, and to obey Furie, and 
Madmen. not only out of Fear, but alſo for Conſcience ſake. 


For which cauſe, ſince the Perſons of Princes, whatſoever they be, 
ought to be Inviolable and Sacred, and that the 2 haracters of God's 


Finger makes an Impreſſion, which we are to Reverence, on what 
malter ſoever it be Engraven, no wonder if Subjects turn all their 


Hatred againſt theſe Flatterers, which caſt them into theſe Miſcries 
without Redemption: If they purſue with all manner of Execrations 
- theſe evil Councellors which give them ill Princes, which provoke 


- Inhocents to Murt/er, and good Natures to Barbarous Cruelties ; 


Tis their pernicious Advice which occaſions all fatal Reſolutions. 


Their Maxims of Fire and Blood aflure and fortify Malice, when i it Is 


as yet timorous and doubiful, they ſha pen what cuts, they precipi- 


tatè what is falling, they encourage the Violent to run after the Prey, 
they inflame the deſires of the Avaritious to Invade their Peoples 


Goods; and thoſe of the Laſcivicus to Debaich their Daughters and 


Raviſh their Wives. 


But if they meet with Natures which are not ſuſceptible of thoſe g 


| ſtrong Paſſions, and which by their Complexions are in an equal de- 


gree diſtant from Vice and Virtue, if they light on thoſe ſoft Princes 
| who are without Sting or Spirit, and have ſmall inclinations to great 
and mighty Evils, but rather propenſe to Eaſe and Effeminate De- 


lights, ſuch as divide Time between the Cup aud the Bed, and are 


more intent at the Theatre than the Councel Chamber. 'Tis ſtill ſo 


- much the Worſe for thoſe People who live under them, for abuſing 
the Simplicity of their pant Maſter, and taking the Advantage 
which their Spirit hath over his, they themſelves erg openly, and 
their Juſt Dominion adds to the weight of Tyranny, tie Shame that 


occurs from ſuffering. It from a particular private. Perſon and fellow | 


Subjett. | 
You cannot imagin the Wiles and Artifices they uſe to attain here- 


unto, and totally to ſubject to themſelves the Prince. Their method 


is to ſpur him with Glory in the Eſtabliſhment of their-Fortune: They _ 


give him to underſtand, 29 5 3 that Ds edec 
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who were nothing more powerful than He, made ſome far greater 
 Greatures of their own, that tis more ſafe to raiſe up New People, 
Who have no Dependance, and who ſhalt only hold from his Majeſty, 


than to uſe Perſons of Ancient Birth, and of known Probity, whole 


Affect ions and Party may be already made; that it concerns his Ho. 


nour not to leave his Works Imperfeët, but to labour for their Embel- 


liſnment, after he has Eſtabliſhed their S-/zdity. That he ought to 


put them in a Condition, that they may not be ruin d, but by them- 


ſelves. That if he yields to the deſires of his Ancient Nobil:ty, who _ 


will indure no Companions 3 or if he conſents to the Complaints 


and Petitions of his People, who are ever Enemies to all Growing + 


Greitxeſs, he will not for the future have the Power to rewa,d a der- 
_ vant, or to gratify thoſe that oblige him. But muſt live a Pre-arous 
King, a meer Duke of Venice, a ſhadow of Royalty, and be forc'd to 
call an Aſſembly of the States, to diſpoſe of the leaſt Office in the 
Kingdom; beſides, they repreſent, that he cannot abandon a Perſon 
who hath been ſo dear unto him, without condemning the Conduct 


of many Years, and rendring a publick Teſtimony either of paſt Blind. 


neſs, or preſent fickleneſs. Nor wants this Argument its force, for 
'tis certain, that having begun to love any object for the Love of it 
ſelf, time preſently adds our own Intereſt to the merit of the thing, 
the deſire that we have that all the World ſhould believe, that our 


Election was good, makes the Action of Neceſſity, which before 


Was Voluntary, ſo that what hath been done againſt Reaſon; being not 
to be juſtified, but by an headſtrong Perſeverance, we never think 


that we have done enough, and upon this fond conceit, though ne- 
ver ſo much Reaſon be offered to diſcontinue our Affection, yet it 
ſeems, we are obliged in point of Honour, to defend our Tudg. 


Now, if theſe Temptations can ſhake ftable Minds, and ſometimes. 
make Miſe Men fail, we need not be Aſtoniſh d, if they eaſily over- 
throw weak Princes, who make uſe only of horrowed Reaſon, and 
quence; ſo it but faits with their already biaſſed Ioclination. 


© 


And when once a Prince is engaged-in the making of this Sub- 


jeck (whom as much. without Merit, as beyond Meaſure he dotes up- 
on) Great, He ſpeaks. of him no more, but as his Enterprize, and 
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the utmoſt 1 ffort of his Prerogative and creative Power, and ſo goes 


bath made, like the Statwuries of Athens, who from their own 


handy- work chof: their Gods His thoughts which ſhon'd be im- 


ployed for G.ry, and the publick good of his Realm, and have no 
other Object, but the ſafety and welfare of his People, are all at an 


end ia this pitiful in blowing up a gauch bnbHe of Honour, 


25 dais and trival, and yet no leſs Gay, than that which Chil- 

dren raiſe with a Qail from water and Soap; He opens to him all 
his Ciffers, and pours out Treafures on him as much in deſpight of 

others, as to benefit him; and at laſt when he hath conferred on 
him all the Offices of the Kingdom, and all the Ornaments of his 
"Crown, and has nothing left to give him but his own Per/on, he 
- ſurrenders that too with ſo abſolute and fo total a Reſignation, that 


— 


jeftrd and more perfectly VV 
Hence forwards he appears 4. Council, but when his Preſence is 
ncceſſary to authorize fome extravagant prereſoly'd Deſign, in the 
Debate of which he never bore à part, and is content to ſhew him- 


ſlelf for no other purpoſe, but to juſtify what thoſe that adviſed him 
de it, are both raid and aſhamed to own ; he is amuſed with petty. 


Divertiſements unworthy of his Condition and of his Age; they take 


from about him all that dare ſpeak Truth, they ruin under ſeveral 
"> 7 Pretences all that's Emment and Fer tous m'the State, and he imagins 
beca 11fe they tell him fo, that all rhis is abſolutely neceſſary for his 


Service, and the Support of his Government; thus Seneca muſt be 
© Batcher d before Nero could turn perfect Monſter, and Boetius baniſh'd 


| ; "by Theodoricns, at the Perſwafion of his three faral Favourites, be- 


cauſe that good and Wiſe Stateſmen was an Obſtacle to their lewd 
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To: ruin honeſt Parriory that would ftop the unhappy Torrent, 
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| Shunders are raiſed; and Culnmnies advanc'd, and falſe Informations 
encouraged, they are ſeized on general Rumours without ſpecifying 
their Crime, and condemned unheard, as Enemies to Religion and 

the State: Thoſe that are Rich and Peaceable are entrapp d by Ia- 


farmers and penal Edicts let looſe upon them: Tho's whole paſt Ser. 


* » 
k F F 8 
— . —— = — I £ 


> dV 
— : as £ 


Fj'-deliiy 


— — — ——ů— —— 


fiarlii is without Reproach, are employed in Chargeabls, or put 
upon hazardous Attempts and ungrateful Offices, either that they |} 
may loſe their Heputation or themſelves. Some are „ away by |{; 
nan abſotate Command to retire, others honourably Barihd by an 
Embaſſy, and in the room of all theſe, the ambitious Aomineering Ca- 
bal place Perſons at their own Devotion, who never look farther |] 
than their Benefactors, and ſtop at the next Cauſe of their Fortune, 
and therefore ſtudy to ſerve and advance their Intereſts, who raiſed 
them, not the Prince's, though ſtill they call themſelves his Ser- 
vants, and wou'd be thought the greateſt Zealors for his Ho- 
me ) 8 
Thus may an unforturate Prince come to be at the Mercy and Piſ. 
cretion of his Favourite, he ſhall not caſt a look, but preſently a Sp 
- renders the other an Account, nor utter one Word, but what is 100 
him again, fo that in the midſt of his own Court, and amongft all 
his Guards, he ſhall be Invironed with none but Savages, that prey 
upon him, not having one faithful Tongue about him, that dare truly 
repreſent his Peoples Sufferings, nor one honeſt Ear to whom he 
may tell his own: Beſides he quickly becomes fo far engag'd, that 
there isno way for him to releaſe himſelf, the other making all the 
World his Real Enemies, or ſuſpected tor . ſuch, that he may have 
none but him to truſt : And by having long had the roſfeſton ot 
Affairs, which he communicates with none, he alone underſtanding 
all, and knowing the State, he at laſt becomes a neceſſary Evil, 
which neither can the Prince be cured of, but by a dangerous 
2 Abe ts manner, in an abſolute Peace, being at Ami: y with his 
Neighbours, no Foreign Enemy appearing on the Frontiers, without: - 
ſtriking a Stroke, or having ventured farther than from the Palace 
to the Theatre, may a Prince inſenſibly fall into «other Man's Power, 
which after the defeat of an Army, is the worſt thing that could: 
happen; and to ſpeak home, the Battel of Pavia was not fo fatal 
do Francis the Firft, nor the taking of Rome to Pope Clement the Se- 
venth; for if their Dgrace was great, it was not Yoluntary, if 
they loſt their Liberty, they in ce Afflictions preſerved the Glory 
of their Courage, and if they wers taken Priſoners, 'twas by a great 
Emperour, who. was their Enemy, = ot by one of their Petty 
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Sabjecis; There is no Captivity. ſo miſerable, ſo baſe, nor ſo Infa- | 
maus, as that of a Prince who ſuffers himſelf to be ſhackted in his 
his Cabinet, and by one of his own, he can never Exerciſe a more 


Cowardly Patience, nor be more ſhamefully happy: Suppoſe a King 


ſhould Eat his People to the very Bones, and live-in his own State 
as in an Enemies Country, he would not ſo far eſtrange himſelf from 
the Duty of his Place, as when he obeys another; there is tis true, 
à vaſt difference betwixt Braum and Royalty, yet the former refem- 
bles the latter a great deal more than Servitude. It's at leaſt ſome 
Kind of- Government, and one.way of Commanding Men, although 
a very ill one. But for a Soveraign to give up himſelf as a Prey to 
© three or four Pet y Fellows,- in the Knowledge and Conduct of all his 


Affairs, certainly there cannot be a more miſerable Interregnum, than 


ſuch a Prince's Life, during which he doth nothing, and yet doth all 


.thoſe Evils which may happen to the People. . 
In this Condition he 1s civily Dead, and hath as it were Depoſed - 
-_ himſelf, it is only his Effigies, which is uſed in publick, which out 
of cuſtom, and for a ſhow, hath ſome Homages paid, and uſeleſs 
Congees made to it. But in effect Royalty is forſaken, and Favour 
only courted, and a civil Idolatry committed ; For as ſome ſuperſti. 
tous Bigots ſay ten Ave Maria's to one Peter Naſter, and call an hun. 
-- dred times oftner upon St. Faucis, than on our Saviour, fo in this 
caſe, where one addreſſes himſelf to the King, forty Suiters apply 
© themſelves to the Favorite; for indeed to go to the Prince without 
his Meditation, would be. a certain Courſe to ſpoil your Buſineſs, 
though never fo juſt in it ſelf, or advantagious to the Publick. 
What a brave thing it was in former times, to ſee a King of Cc 
file, who durſt not walk abroad, nor put on a nem Suit, without 


the permiſſion of Alvares de Luna; all Favours which others de- 
manded of his Majeſty, he himſelf was obliged to obtain from him. 
- The moſt he could do was to recommend their Petition, io his Fa- 
Vourite, and to do good Offices witli him, for thoſe whom he loved. 
© How prepoſterous would it be to ſee ſuch a Courtier as he was, who 
© revoked the Elections of his Prince, turn'd thoſe out of their Pla- 
ces, to whom his Ma/tcr had granted them, nay proceeded to that 
height of Inſolence, that he tool very ill, that his Maſter ſhould 
| once is bis Life offer to read a Paper, which he preſented him tio 
eee er 
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Sizu, and complained that this was to-upbraid his | Fidehty, and forget 


his paſt Services. 


Hut there are Shee-favourites as well as Bearded ones; and tho' this 
be the weaker Ser, yet both their Paſſions and Enchantments are the 


ſtronger of the two. Hercules and Acbilles were not the only Hero's 


that truckled to the Diſtaff: Love has often govern'd the Politicht, 
and the Fortune of a whole Kingdom become the Paſtime of a de- 
bauched Woman ; For it's too true, that ſuch Perſons have ſtrangelß 
derided the Authority of the Laws, and the Majeſty of Empire; 
More than once they have trampled under foot Crowns and Scepters; 
they have taken pleaſure, and ſported themſelves with the Violation 


of Juſtice, and-gloried in their cruel Pride, in Afflicting and ren- 


dring Humane Kind Miſerable. *Tis not long ſince there appeared 
one of theſe Heroina's, who was r.ſen to ſo high a degree of Iaſolence,, 


that having been ſolicited about a certain Affair which had been re- 
preſented unto her as jaſt and facile to be done, that ſhe might the 
more willingly employ herſelf therein, the anſwered witli a Fierceneſs 


worthy of her Sex and Profeſſion, That ſhe uſed not her Credit ſo laviſh- ; 
ty that another might ſerve in ſo ſlight an occaſiin to dv juſt and poſſible 
things, for her part, ſhe accuſtomed berſelf | oaly to undertake thoſe which © 


were Unjuſt aud Impoſſible. 


How many Miſchiefs do you think follow ſuch an one, how many | 
Violences are committed under the ſhadow of theſe fatal overgrown _ 
Medlers ? Such a puffed up Succuba hath not a Groom or a Lackey, 


who believes it not to be his Right and Privilege to abuſe at his 


pleaſure any other Subject, and by alledging only that he belongs to 
ſuch a great Miniſter, commits all Outrages with /mpunzty, affronts _ | 
Juſtice, and dares tell to your teeth, after he has Cheated and abuſed - | 
you never ſo grievouſly, that you are obliged, and ought to thank * } 


him for his C vility that he did not Marther yo. 
All this while, you will ſay, what is this to the Prince? And 


yet, with all Deference be. it ſpoken, he cannot be ſaid to be wholly 
Innocent of the Miſcarriages : His Ignorance is not An lamable, his 
Patience herein is not Pirtue, and the Diſorders which either he _ 
knows not of, or which he ſuffers, are imputed to him before God, 
even as if himſelf had done them; and therefore that Prince who _ 
enen b in exprols tanmwoairey tm, '* 
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| and that in the fervency of his moſt ardent Prayers, that he would 
| Cleanſe bim from his ſecret Faults, and a-quit him from the Sins of cthers;, 
Which laſt Word intimates, that Kings ought not to content them. 
| I | ſeives wich a per ſoxal Innocency, that it is not enough for them to he 
ju, if they loſe themſelves, and deſtroy their People by the Injuſtice 
| of their Minillers, which becomes their own, becauſe they zo/erate it, 
and countenance it, by conniving and not puniſhing it with ſeverity: 
221 non probibet, quam. poteſt, Tuber. 
Mot to multiply Examples : Can King Abaſuerus be juſtified, who 
ia a moment abandoned to the Vengeance of a pernicious Haman, ſo 
many thouſand innocent Lives, and thoſe too of the Select People of 
Cod, without enquiring into their Crimes, or making any Reflection 
on what he granted: He had doubtleſs no bloody Deſign, nor any 
Imagination whither that inhumane Cemmiſhon he ſo readily deli- 
-vered with his Royal Signet, would tend, and his ordinary Idleneſs, 
or over conceit cf the Juſtice and Prudence of his Favourite, ſuffer d 
him not to take any farther Cognizance of it, which rendred him 
doubly Culpable, to permit ſo many Murthers, and yet be ignorant of 
it, For ſo, no leſs wiltily than judicioutly, Seneca brings in (Claudius 
in the other World, and ſome Men Reproaching him with abun- 
dance of Marthers, done under his Name, who pleaded not Guilty, 
and proteſted he did not ſo much as know what they meant, nor 
ever heard of thoſe Sufferers Names before, upon which the Ghoſt 
of Auguſtus. roſe up, and faid, Thou Miſcreant, we tal not here of tbe 
| » Slaughters thou baſi committed, but of. thoſe thou haſt not known: For it 
u a more ſhaweful thing to a King to. be Ignoraut of the Euil that paſſes - 
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in his Kingdom, than 10 act it. Tarpius 1gnorofti, quam occi di. 
Great Events are not always produced by great (auſes. The Springs 
are hid which move theſe 5% Machines of Stite, that externally | 
appear, and when theſe Springs happen to be truly diſcovered; we 
are aſtoniſht to ſec them 10 ſmall; and fo weak, and half aſhamed of 
the high opinion we had before conceived of them. A fit of Jealouſie 
in an amorous Intrigue between two particular Perſons, hath more 

than once been the cauſe of a general War. A little refletive Foak.. 
_ uttered in a gay Humour, an Affront to a Page, a Whiſper and a 
Ned, a Tilc told at the King's going to Bed, is in appearance nothing, 
| and yet this nothing hath been the beginning of Tragedieg,-Wherein 
pig > Is V 


— 


Manifeſtos told wonders of his intentions; he received (1'll warrant |} 
you) Injaries, which he was bound to Chaſtiſe, and had a Right: | 


* — ca. by * NF. 


F FVV EE, 

a Sea of Blood hath been ſhed, and an hundred Head: made fly. 
Tis but a Cloud which paſſes, a ſmall ftain in the corner of the Air, 
which vanithes rather than abides, and yet tis this light Vapour, this 
almoſt imperceptible Cloud, which raiſeth the moſt fatal Tempeſts, 
which ſhake almoſt the Foundations of the Earth. The People, 
whenever War is proclaimed, think it their Sovereign's Intereſt, 
that tis to Revenge ſome inſufferable Affronts, or have Reparation - 


of vaſt Damages ſuſtained, that tis to prevent an Invaſcon, or ſecure. 4 
their Tranquility, to encreaſe Traffic/, or force by Arms the neceh 
ſary Conveniences of Peace: When in truth, perhaps all this Baſle | 


and Hazard; this Blood and Treaſure conſum d, proceeds only from 


5 . * 
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the Capricios of two or three Pen/fonary Courtiers, that are content 


to hazard the Ruin of their own Maſter and Country to advance the 


Deſigns of ſome powerful Neighbour, that underhand feeds them witn a 


Gold; Or from ſome other unthought of Whim, if not altogether, ſo © 
' baſe, more Ridiculou © F e 


I doubt not but the nigbty Zerxes made moſt ſpeciaus pretencess?s 


to juſtiſie his Arms, when he made his Inroad upon Greece, and his 


which he was obliged to aſſert, fo that he could not without dimi- 
nution to his Glory refrain the Expedition; for he forgot not to tell 


them, that he laboured the Repoſe of the World, and to unite Eu- 
rape and Aſia, that he, the mighty Monarch of the Fa, came to 
Chaſtiſe the petty Thrants, and that he came purely out of compaſſion - | 


to the People, and offered them a rich glorious Liberty, inſtead of a 
poor and ſhameful Servitude. There is no doubt but he Falſiſied his 
Deſign ſeveral ways, and perhaps ſwore, that it was immediately. 
Inſpird him from the Immortal Gods, and that the Sun himſelf was 
the Author of his March; Yet notwithſtanding all this Parade and 
colour of Juſtice and Religion, the bottom of the buſineſs was in 
truth only this, a Greek Phyſiciau, the Queen's Domeſtick, having a 
mind to review the Port of Pyræum and taſte the Figs of Athens, put 


P 


this fancꝭ of War into his Miſt,eſs's Head, and got her to engage her 

Husband in the Attempt. So hat the King of Kings, the Puiſſant 

 Redoabtable Zeræxes, raiſed'an Army of three hundred thouſand Com- 
bätants, Jevell'd the Mountains, drank up Rivers, and n 2, 
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dns, let him enjoy his Diverſions, h 
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85 ſhips too, but fil! it were to be wiſht he would obſerve a PEAT 1710 1 
and meaſure in the diſtribution of his Favours, Let not Nero make 
his a Horſe a Conſul, nor every Fidler a Misiſter of State; Let not a 
mighty Monarch Debauch Nobility (the Screen of Majeſty) by con- 
ferring Honours on the Son, of Earth, and little People as void ofß 
Naaliq, as Merit; Let him not encourage Villany by Preferments 
the proper Dowry of Virtue ; nor impoveriſh the Publick, to make 
one Man unmeaſurably Rich. Let there be a Man (the Dictates 
both of Religion and Reaſon allow it) who is the Prince's Cinfident, 
and on whom he may, like the Sun, more peculiarly dart down his 
Beams; but let there not be any who Day and Night befegeth the [ 
King, who by a violent Uſurpation (the moſt abhorrible Monopoly in 
Nature) appropriates him to himſell: For he who Impales a Good 
which ought to belong to the Publick, eee the ſame Injuftice asf 
„ 5 if he hid the Sus from all the World. — 
There is nothing that recommends a Prince 8 Judgment, or that is 4 
"of more Importance to his Safety, than a diſcreet Choice of his Mini- 
| fters. A Man cannot conduct a Boat, nor guide a Chariot, nor ma- 
nage an H:rſe, without making uſe 'of Addreſs and Method; and 
ſhall thoſe who are to direct Mankind, jump into the Impley with- - 7? 
out any preparatory Diſcipline > We come to the knowledge of A- 
fairs, and the dexterity. of ordering them, by Experience and Reaſon. 
A Place does not preſently make a Man wiſer than he was before; 
nor are we to expect Revelations, nor think Heaven obliged to endow r 
a a Prince's Miniſters with the Spirit of well Governing, and ren ſer his 
precipitate Election valid and ſucceſsful by a ſudden Ilumination: Þþ 
Courtiers are the Matter, and the Prince is the Artiſt, who can eaſi- - | 
1 ly render this Matter Fairer, but not better than it is; he can ad to 
it Colours and Shape on the outſide, but cannot give it any inte- 
riour Goodneſs. He can beſtow the Office and the Ti/le, but he can- Þ} 
not confer Qua/ifications.; The knowledge of things paſt, the penetra- 
tion into things to come: That Light which diſcmbroils the Intrigues = 
of the Court, the Science of making War, and the Dexterity of treat? 
ing Peace. In a word, he may make an Idol, but he can neither _ 


m. ke a 8 f it, nor an Able Man. 


Vet even in Chriftendorn ſuch Idols are to be ſeen; there have been 5, 
| alvzys unworthy Perſons Lappy 3 Monkzes careſſed in Kings Cabinets, } 


and * in Cloth of 5 There often Herren an Authority | 
„ 5 Which 
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1 whitch is Blind and Dumb, which neither knows nor underſtands, 
Which appears only and Dazles, pure veſin d Authority you may call it, 
for it has not any mixture of Virtue or Reaſon. There are Grandees. 
Vw ho are only remarkable by their Greatneſs, and their Greatne!s is all 
"without them; they reſemble certain fra leſs Mountains in ſome. 
Parts of the : Worl:i, which produce neither Herb nor Plant, theß 
ſeem to touch Heaven with their ſtately tops, yet ſerve the Earth 
for no Ae, and therefore their Sterility makes their height accurſed, 
F Princes therefore ſhould make a ſtrict Inquiry into the Abilities and 
virtues of thoſe they Imploy, they ſhould not ſuffer themſelves to be led 
by ccraſan, but take for their Inſtruments ſuch as are able, not ſuch: 
as Hand net, or firſt offer themſclvesz wherein too, they ſhould regard 
not onlya general S»ficiercy,but a panticular fitneſs for diſcharging thoſe 
Ss Charges, in which they place them; they muſt not think an expert Sol. 
ier, that hath fignaliz:d himſelf in divers Battels, is therefore qualified 
& - to be ſenton an Embaſſy, nor make an old Prodigal Lord, Treaſurer, and 
ſubmit the Exchequer 0 his diſpoſe, becauſe having in his youth profus d 
away all his own Eſtate, he now ſpeaks admirably well of Frugality, 
Nor ſhould a Prince prefently thruft into his Council all thoſe 
* whoſe Converſation is grateful to him; we ought to make a difference: 
betwixt Perſons who delight us, and thoſe who are profitable to us; 
Ss berwixt the Recreations of the Mind, and the nece/ities of the States. 
and it a Soveraign take not ſpecial care in this Examen, he will 
commit irremediable Errours, and fuch whereby he may render not 
only his oma Reign miſerable, but alſo his Memory accurſed and re- 
proached in Ages to come. He therefore ought not to follow his 
cou p iuaie Aﬀections or Inclinat ions, but abandon all Capricios and 
fantaſies in this matter: Let him in other things Sport and divert 
himſelf as he pleaſeth, but in a choice of ſo high Concernment, he 
muſt uſe the ſe verity of his Judgment, and at firft bring with him an 
indiffereucy f Will : It ought to be a pure Operarion of Reaſon, freed: 

ard difpoil'd of Love or Hate. ot Oe et” 2 TE 
For the Miſchiefs, arifing from ill Minifters are no fe fatal, than: 

= 7Yarons, part of which we have already Recounted, and to ſum them. 
up all, is almoſt as difficult, as to prevent them. If they are Igno- 
rant, they Ruin the fState, their Maſtcy, and themſelves, by their 
Wn Weakneſs ; if they are Faiſe and Treacheroar, they ſet the Publick. 
to Sale, and betray its Intereſt for Money. If they are Men of, 57 
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Principles, they blow up their Prince to } 
ani Truth from the Palace. They put him upon extravagant 


Peſigns, or endeavour to drown him in Voluptuouſneſs.z they ex 


hault the Royal Tree/ury 


to the very Skin to feed their infatiable Auarice ; they rob the 
Prince of his nobleſt and moſt. ,ſtsble T:rone, the Hearts of bis Sab. 


tefts. by. creating Fears and i Jpalohes between them; and: - 


U hilft With vain Pretences and En 


ten d, Endeavours, no leſs impracticable, 
than Znjuſt, they would ſeem; to make him more abſolute than his 


Forefathers, they render him lefs Conſiderable at heme, and conſe- 


quently leſs Rever d abroad, than any of his Anceſtors,. they manage 
Affairs according to their private Fancies, and hate pabli & Couutilß; 
having committed Ext ravagances that render them liable to Juſtice, + 
the reſt of their Life is ſpent not to ſerve their Mafter, but to ſave 
their own Necks ; So that in all their following Councils they conſult 
not his Aduantage, but their own Defence, and make his Intereſt? 
ſtoop to their Conveniences; what care they how much the People © 
be provoked, they had rather their Country ſhould be involv d in all 
the Miſeries and Deſolations of a Civil Mar, or be made a Prey to a 
Foreign Invader, than they themſelves brought to an Account before 
an Inpartial Tribunal; fince in the firft Caſe, they hope to ſhift amongſt 
the Croud, but in the ſecond, can expect nothing but certain Ruin, 
for their C(osſoious Fears preſage what will happen; they know well 
enough, the Is they have done muſt be defended with getater, and 
if the Lam live, they. muſt die; wherefore theſe being their Cour- 
ſes, and that the Plague cauſes not ſo great a Deſolation, as one f 
theſe accurſed Favourites, it might be wiſh'd, that this Prayer might 
be added to all the publick Litanies of Chriſtians, Lord turn away 
from all States an Evil, which is the cauſe of ſo many other Evils : Dem 
not Soveraign Princes the Spirit of ConduFh, which gs fit for them to Go 
 vern by. Give them underſtanding enough to Council themſelves well, and 


to chuſe their Counſellors as they ought. 


F 


To conclude, as the firſt advances of Ili-Court-Fayourites are com- 


; monly 4aſe and ſhameful, their Progreſs Vile, wicked and deſtructive, 
their ſhort Continuances attended with Hazards and Anxieties, ſo 
their Eolipſes are ever more fatal, and their Falls deſperate, they are 
generally ſurprized with Ruin, and their defeat is like t hat of Forlors - 
LS 
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Troops, cut in pieces before they can Rally, or be reinforc d. 
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Gp Ahelr Prince to Panty by Flawertes, au- 
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vate Men oftimes fall ypon their Legs and find e e 
art leaſt to Gonmmiſerate them, and Bankrupt Merchants, are daily ſeen 
to rife again like Phæsixes out of their own Duſt, but with Courtiers 
and Stateſmen there ate no degrees of Misfortune; thoſe Ladders 
they clamber d up with fo much Sweat, Addreſs and Difficulty, 
upon the ſmalleſt miſs ſtep, ſerve but to render their precipitation 
more notorichs; when they are hurl'd down from all thoſe babbled 
Glories, their beſt comfort is not ro ſurvive their Deſtiny, and their 
greateſt Miſery is, when they outlive themſelves, to ſee their Fami- 
lies Buried in their Ruins, and all the advantages of their Honour 
and Fortune turn d againſt chem, like an Army diſſipated with' the 
fury of its own Cannon; Then too late, they find themſelves forſa- 
ken of all thoſe Aliaucet, which they had with ſo much ſubtility 
© contracted, vainly magining to have laid a Foundation of everlaſting 
& Greatneſs : Th-ir Cobueb Pol:ezes ars unravel 'd in a Moment, for no 
ſooner do they begin to decline, but their moſt -birged C eatares ſhun = 
them moſt, and like Hamans Wife arc the frff Harbingert of their 
Ruin. Thoſe that were raiſed by their Countenance, not daring to 
onn any Love or Honor to their Perſons, left they ſhould be in- 
volv'd in their Ruin, by being at leaſt ſuſpected. as concern d in 
1 their Crimes; their own Servants conclude 1t but Juſtice, as well as 
Prudence, to expoſe their Fauits ; I heir Enemies, triumph over them, 
and l even their Friends think it Charity enough to afford them an in- 
ſulting Pitey, and the Peop/e, who with reaſon univerially hated, but 
* feared them before, are now privilede'd to Care them; nay the 
Prince himſelf, in whoſe Service perhaps they wounded their Con- 
& ſciences, and for whoſe Pleaſures they B/erd.- uſes them but as the 
Sees of Envy, and hoping with their Ruin to gratify many, and 
& pleaſe all, gives them up, when he cannot in Prudence longer ſup- 
WW port them, as a propi iatory Sacrifice to the enraged Multitude, and 
becomes as e 70 their Petitions, as they had been formerly 
to the more juſt. Requeſts of others in diſtreſs. „ 
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In fine, having long ſince forfeited their Inaocency (the ſweet Re- 
treat of oppreſſed Virtue) they at laſt ind no Sanctuary ſullicient to 
protect them, but are precipitated out of the World, loaded with 
Guilt and ſhame, and the Rains of Nations, and the deſtruction of 


their Maſters, and the Execrat "if a Mankind. 
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